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For more information on this standard, visit 
https://www.sae.org/standards/content/AS6173/3A/ 
 

 
 
 
 

RATIONALE 
 
AS6173/3A IS BEING STABILIZED BECAUSE THE PROCESSES/PRODUCT IS CONSIDERED MATURE AND THE 
COMMITTEE DOES NOT ANTICIPATE FUTURE TECHNICAL CHANGES. STABILIZATION DOES NOT IMPLY THE 
PROCESS OR PRODUCT IS UNACCEPTABLE FOR APPLICATIONS FOR WHICH IT IS DESIGNED. ANY TECHNICAL 
CHANGES NOTED BY A SUPPLIER OR USER WHICH RESULTS IN A PRODUCT OR REQUIREMENT CHANGE WILL 
BE ADDRESSED BY A NEW REVISION. QUALIFICATION IS NOT REQUIRED. 
 

STABILIZED NOTICE 
 
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN DECLARED "STABILIZED" BY SAE AE-8C2 TERMINATING DEVICES AND TOOLING 
COMMITTEE AND WILL NO LONGER BE SUBJECTED TO PERIODIC REVIEWS FOR CURRENCY. USERS ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR VERIFYING REFERENCES AND CONTINUED SUITABILITY OF TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS. 
NEWER TECHNOLOGY MAY EXIST. 
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NOTICE 
 
THE COMPLETE REQUIREMENTS FOR PROCURING THE PRODUCT DESCRIBED HEREIN SHALL CONSIST OF THIS 
DOCUMENT AND THE LATEST ISSUE OF AS6173. 
 

 
 

FIGURE 1 - BASIC WIRE CUTTER TOOL 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
 
1. DESIGN: 
 
 OUTLINE CONFIGURATION OPTIONAL WITHIN MAXIMUM DIMENSIONS SHOWN FOR A CLOSED HANDLE 

POSITION. 
 
 WIRE CUTTER DESIGN MAY INCLUDE CURVED CUTTING AREA TO AID IN REDUCING THE OUT OF 

ROUNDNESS WHEN CUTTING LARGER SIZE WIRES. 
 
 WIRE CUTTER DESIGN MAY INCLUDE AN OPTIONAL ADJUSTMENT SCREW. WHICH CAN BE TIGHTENED 

USING A STANDARD SCREW DRIVER UNTIL HANDLES CLOSE WITH SLIGHT RESISTANCE IF LOOSE. 
 
 UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, DIMENSIONS ARE IN INCHES.  ALL DIMENSIONS IN PARENTHESES ARE 

METRIC EQUIVALENTS, PROVIDED FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ONLY AND ARE BASED ON 1 INCH =  
25.4 MILLIMETERS. 

 
2. MATERIALS: 
 
 JAWS, CUTTER SURFACES AND HANDLES:  HARDENED STEEL; HEAT TREAT ROCKWELL C52-56; OR 

EQUIVALENT. 
 
 GRIPS:  PLASTIC OR EQUIVALENT (COLOR – OPTIONAL). GRIP MATERIAL TO REMAIN STABLE AT 200 °F FOR  

2 HOURS AS DETERMINED BY DEFLECTION UNDER LOAD STABILITY MEASUREMENT DETERMINED BY  
ISO 75, ASTM D1525, OR ASTM D648. 
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